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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  a report  on  the  health  of  the  Burgh 
for  the  year  1961. 

As  formerly,  the  Foreword  contains  a brief  review  and  the 
statistics  are  shown  thereafter. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  R.  W.  HAY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FOREWORD 

and 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  year 

1961 

52,644 

Births 

981 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

18.6 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births 

4.5 

Marriages 

449 

Marriage  rate  . . 

8.5 

Deaths  . . 

597 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population 

11.3 

Infant  deaths 

21 

Infant  Mortality  rate 

21 

Still-births 

25 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . 

25 

Maternal  deaths 

— 

Maternal  death-rate 

— 

All  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

3 

All  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0.06 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate  . . 

0.06 

Area  of  Burgh  . . 

4,890 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  burgh 

acres 

17,182 

Rateable  value  of  Burgh 

£609,684  10 
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foreword 


The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  do  not  reflect  any  significant 
change  of  the  pattern  shown  over  the  past  five  years.  The  death  rate 
both  for  adults  and  infants  is  slightly  higher  but  there  were  more 
births.  Deaths  in  infants  are  always  disturbing.  In  theory  three  out  of 
twenty-one  deaths  might  have  been  prevented.  Prematurity  and  con- 
genital defects  were  responsible  for  the  remaining  eighteen  deaths  and 
were  probably  responsible  for  a further  twenty-five  who  were  still-born. 
We  still  know  too  little  of  the  pre-natal  factors  involved  but  a word  of 
warning  is  obviously  indicated.  Expectant  mothers  should  ensure  not 
only  that  their  diet  is  correct  but  also  that  no  drugs  of  any  description 
are  taken  except  on  medical  advice. 

After  thirteen  years’  operation  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Acts  a 
general  appraisal  of  the  changes  which  may  be  expected  in  the  next 
five  years  is  called  for.  It  is  unlikely  that  any  major  amendments  of 
the  two  Acts  will  be  undertaken  but  some  adjustment  of  the  burden 
of  dealing  with  ill  health  (physical  and  mental)  is  envisaged.  Not  only 
are  there  cases  in  hospital  who  could  be  looked  after  at  home  or  in 
local  authority  “homes”,  but  there  are  cases  in  the  latter  category  who 
should  be  in  hospital.  As  a doctor  I prefer  to  leave  this  decision  to 
the  appropriate  consultant  but  as  a local  authority  officer  I have  to 
bear  in  mind  that  one  service  is  financed  by  the  Treasury  and  the 
other  mainly  from  local  rates. 

The  hospital  plans  for  Fife  will  undoubtedly  reduce  the  present 
inequitable  demands  on  Part  III  residential  accommodation,  home 
nursing  and  domestic  help.  At  the  same  time  the  Local  Authority 
will  require  to  step  up  its  efforts  for  the  rehabilitiaton  - in  so  far  as 
it  is  possible  - of  the  physically  and  mentally  handicapped,  and  the 
Authority  should  be  prepared  to  accept  from  the  “acute”  case  hos- 
pital many  who  are  not  yet  fit  to  resume  normal  life  and  work  without  ’ 
assistance.  Preventive  medicine  was  largely  confined  to  infectious 
diseases  in  the  past;  now  it  must  tackle  incipient  mental  illness  in  the 
younger  age  groups  and  retard  the  onset  of  complete  incapacity  in  the 
old.  One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  lies  in  timely  recognition.  One 
cannot  invade  households  under  the  guise  of  continued  surveys  but 
one  can  organise  an  intelligence  system  by  channelling  all  sources  of 
information  to  a focal  point.  In  most  cases  this  means  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  especially  where  he  is  also  Welfare  and  School 
Medical  Officer,  but  other  officers  may  be  indicated,  e.g.,  Children’s 
Officer  re  problem  families. 

Personally  I cannot  envisage  much  contraction  of  existing  services. 
As  one  disease  is  controlled  another  takes  its  place,  e.g.,  the  same 
organisation  for  the  control  of  tuberculosis  is  now  required  for  chronic 
bronchitis  and  lung  cancer. 

If  one  relaxes  one’s  vigilance,  as  has  been  the  case  in  connection 
with  immigrants,  smallpox  and  tuberculosis  gain  a foothold  once  more 
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and  health  departments  are  becoming  less  experienced  in  dealing  with 
such  outbreaks. 

Undoubtedly  it  is  necessary  to  educate  the  public  so  that  it  takes 
full  advantage  of  the  services  available  and  that  it  is  kept  up  to  date 
with  current  knowledge.  Health  campaigns  are  useful  in  directing 
attention  to  a specific  objective  of  limited  duration.  Their  lasting  value 
is  doubtful  and  the  Burgh  has  relied  mainly  on  the  continuous  contact 
which  its  staff  effect  on  households,  schools,  etc.  Where  the  school 
population  is  concerned  the  teachers  form  the  best  vehicle  for  putting 
anything  across  and  their  assistance  has  been  invaluable.  One  is  asked 
how  the  results  are  assessed  or  measured  and  it  is  difficult  to  produce 
a single  yardstick.  I suppose  that  the  measure  of  one’s  success  in  this 
respect  is  reflected  in  the  vital  statistics,  the  high  proportion  of  mothers 
attending  child  welfare  clinics,  the  exceptionally  high  up-take  of  welfare 
foods,  virtually  one  hundred  per  cent  agreement  for  the  B.C.G.  scheme 
against  tuberculosis,  the  absence  of  “flap”  when  epidemics  threaten, 
and  the  acceptance  of  advice  on  what  to  do.  There  is  nothing  passive 
in  all  this  because  the  population  of  the  Burgh  is  very  well  informed 
and  takes  a keen  interest  in  health. 

In  May  1961  a comprehensive  report  was  submitted  to  the  Council 
on  the  health  implications  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  In  a mining 
area  some  difficult  decisions  have  to  be  made  not  only  in  regard  to 
such  matters  as  fumes  from  burning  bings  but  also  in  regard  to  the 
form  of  heating  employed  in  municipal  and  other  housing.  In  terms 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  one’s  experience  in  the  Burgh,  electricity 
stands  in  a class  by  itself  since  it  alone  produces  no  fumes.  Short  of  a 
definite  fuel  policy  whereby  almost  all  coal  is  converted  into  electricity 
one  sees  little  hope  of  a satisfactory  solution  for  this  area.  The  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report  deals  with  such  progress  as  was  made 
under  the  Act.  The  need  for  a national  fuel  policy  is  implicit. 

In  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  will  be  found  reference  to  the  other 
subjects  on  which  the  Secretary  of  State  wishes  to  be  informed  (D.H.S. 
Circular  No.  99/61). 
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A.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 


(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics*  (whether  provided 
at  Child  Welfare  Centres  or  at  other  premises). 


Ante-natal  Post-natal 


(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

(iii)  Total  number  of  women  who 
attended  the  clinics  during  the  year 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics* 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

(iii)  Total  number  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age  who  first  attended 
at  the  clinics  during  the  year  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were  : 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age 

(b)  over  one  year  of  age 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  made  at  the  clinics 
by  children  who,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  were  : 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age 

(b)  over  one  year  of  age 
*Clinics  mean  clinic  premises. 


1 1 


1,008  98 


5 


1,314 

370 


11,419 

4,250 


(c)  Dental  Care  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers, 
and  Pre-School  Children. 


Expectant 

Mothers 

Nursing 

Mothers 

Pre-school 

Children 

Routine  Dental  Inspection 

With  dental  defects 

9 

2 

304 

Offered  treatment 

9 

2 

304 

Accepting  treatment 

7 

2 

304 

Treated 

7 

2 

304 

Made  dentally  fit 

6 

2 

180 

Attendances  for  treatment:  0-4  years  of  age  - 617 

„ „ Expectant  Mothers  - 40 

„ „ Nursing  Mothers  - 18 
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( d ) Welfare  Foods — Statement  of  issues  since  taking  over  in 
July,  1954  : 


National  Dried  Milk — Tins 
Orange  Juice — Bottles 
Cod  Liver  Oil — Bottles  . . 
A.  & D.  Tablets — Packets 


Issued 

during 

1961 

Recoveries 

during 

1961 

Total — 
to  Decer 

July,  1954 
nber,  1961 

Issues 

Recoveries 

4,199 

15,844 

2,374 

1,358 

£ s.  d. 
457  9 8 
496  0 5 
24  4 0* 

7 19  0* 
*as  from  1/6/61 

124,751 

243,016 

37,622 

16,133 

£ s.  d. 

8,346  19  0 
5,176  10  5 
24  4 0 
7 19  0 

2.  Midwifery  (Section  23) 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births) 
occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year — that  is, 

before  correction  for  mothers’  residence  . . . . 1,693 

( b ) Number  of  births  in  ( a ) classified  to  show  type 
of  case  and  whether  doctor  was  present  at  con- 
finement : 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947  : 

{a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement  110 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  con- 
finement ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  160 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . — 

( d ) No  prior  arrangements  for  domiciliary 
confinement  (booked  for  maternity  hos- 
pital), but  midwifery  services  provided 
free  of  charge  by  local  health  authority 


until  patient  transferred  to  hospital  1 

( e ) Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  maternity 

hospital  for  confinement  . . . . . . 55 

(ii)  Other  Domiciliary  Cases  : 

(a)  Doctor  and  midwife  engaged  . . . . 1 

( b ) Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . — 

(c)  All  other  cases  . . . . . . . . 2 

(iii)  Cases  attended  at  Institution  (including  private 

maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area 

of  the  local  health  authority  ..  ..  1,364 


(iv)  Administration  of  Analgesia  : Gas  and  Air  Trilene 

(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives 
qualified  to  administer  analgesia 
in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Scotland  . . . . 5 5 


12 


Gas  and 
Air 


Trilene 


(b)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for 
the  administration  of  analgesia 
at  31st  December,  1961  . . 

(c)  Number  of  cases  in  which  anal- 
gesia was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  : 

(i)  when  doctor  was  not  present 
at  confinement 

(ii)  when  doctor  was  present  at 
confinement 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethi- 
dine was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice 
during  the  year  : 

(i)  when  doctor  was  not  present 
at  delivery  (but  under  his 
instructions) 

(ii)  when  doctor  was  present  at 
delivery 

(v)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives 
at  31st  December,  1961  (plus  taxis 
hired  during  night) 

(vi)  Number  of  maternity  packs  issued  to 
domiciliary  cases  during  the  year  . . 
Cost  to  Local  Health  Authority 

(vii)  Number  of  visits  by  domiciliary  mid- 
wives to  cases  during  the  year 


2 2 

15  28 

5 49 


14 

15 

2 

365 

£208 

6,386 


(viii)  Medical  Aid  : 

(a)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  by  a midwife  and  a fee  was 
payable  by  the  local  health 
authority  under  Section  14(2)  of 
the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 

1951  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 

aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  by  a midwife  where  the 
medical  practitioner  had  agreed 
to  provide  the  patient  with 
maternity  medical  services  under 
the  National  Health  Service  (i.e., 
cases  for  which  no  fee  was 
payable  by  the  local  health 
authority)  . . . . . . 5 
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Of  the  1,675  confinements  which  took  place  in  the  Burgh  during 
the  year  the  distribution  was  as  follows  : 


(a)  Conducted  in  patient’s  own  home  : 

(i)  Under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  268 

(ii)  Not  under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  2 

(b)  Conducted  in  Forth  Park  Maternity  Hospital  : 

(i)  Burgh  patients 636 

(ii)  County  patients  . . . . . . . . 712 

(iii)  Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  Forth  Park 

Maternity  Hospital  for  delivery  . . . . 55 

(iv)  Booked  for  Forth  Park  Maternity  Hospital  but 

delivered  and  nursed  at  home  . . . . 2 


Thirty-two  midwives  (including  the  staff  of  Forth  Park  Maternity 
Hospital)  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Burgh  during  the 
year. 


3.  Health  Visiting  (Section  24) 


Number 

Total 

Visited 

Visits 

Local  Health  Authority  Services  : 

(i)  Expectant  Mothers 

411 

1,119 

(ii)  Infants 

..  1,934 

12,193 

(iii)  Children  (1-5  years) 

. . 3,248 

16,973 

(iv)  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

136 

690 

Other  cases  : 

Old  Persons 

107 

214 

Infectious  Diseases 

187 

187 

Domestic  Help  Scheme 

289 

2,615 

Chiropody 

18 

18 

Miscellaneous 

71 

90 

Wasted  Visits  . . 

..  1,115 

1,115 

Of  the  140  infants  visited  at  the  age  of  six  months,  19  were  breast 
fed,  1 17  were  artificially  fed,  and  4 were  fed  by  both  methods. 


4.  Home  Nursing  (Section  25) 


Under  65 

Over  65 

Years  of 

Years  of 

Age 

Age 

Number  of  cases  attended 

by  home 

nurses  under  arrangements 
the  local  health  authority 

made  by 

317 

469 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  home  nurses 

to  the  above  cases 

9,162 

19,224 
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5.  Domestic  Help  (Section  28) 

(i)  Number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  end  of  year  : 

(a)  Whole-time  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(b)  Part-time  . . . . . . . . . . 190 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  . . . . . . . . ■ — 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  for  which  domestic  help  was 

provided  during  the  year  ..  ..  ..  ..413 

Number  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  : 

(a)  Confinement  at  home  . . . . . . 5 

(b)  Confinement  in  hospital  . . . . 4 

(c)  Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  296 

(i d ) Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . — 

*(e)  Other  illnesses  . . . . . . . . 108 

*Include  varicose  ulcers,  influenza,  anaemia,  cere- 
bral haemorrhage,  rheumatism,  post-operative, 

C.V.D.,  bronchitis,  etc. 

(iii)  Average  period  of  assistance  . . . . . . 306.7  hrs. 


6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Section  26) 


The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  during  the  year  : 

(i)  Vaccinia  : 

Number  of  vaccinations  by  general  practitioners  257 
Number  of  vaccinations  by  Child  Welfare  Officer  394 

(ii)  Diphtheria  : (includes  Combined  Whooping  Cough) 

Doses 


First 

Maintenance 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 

practitioners 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 

306 

34 

fare  Officer 

674 

548 

Diphtheria  (Triple  Antigen) 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 

practitioners 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 

188 

7 

fare  Officers 

509 

4 

Diphtheria  (A.P.T.) 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 

practitioners 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 

118 

27 

fare  Officer 

165 

544 

(iii)  Whooping  Cough  : 

Number  of  first  visits  only  1 

Number  of  return  visits  . . . . . . . . 1 


(iv)  Tuberculosis  : 

Number  of  nurses  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . . . 4 

Number  of  other  hospital  staff  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  6 

Numbers  of  contacts  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . 99 

Number  of  school  leavers  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . 969 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Number  of  Persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of 
Birth  of 
Persons 

Typical  Vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7th  to  10th  day 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th  to  7th  day 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd  to  3rd  day 

No  local 
reaction 

1961 

260 





28 

1960 

199 

— 

— 

11 

1959 

29 

— 

— 

2 

1958 

26 

— 

— 

2 

1957 

14 

— 

— 

2 

1956 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1955 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1953 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1952 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1951 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1950 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1946  or 
earlier 

12 

2 

1 

2 

Totals 

568 

2 

2 

49 

Number  of  Persons  re-vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of 
Birth  of 
Persons 

Typical  Vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7th  to  10th  day 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th  to  7th  day 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd  to  3rd  day 

No  local 
reaction 

t0  • 
.5  O 

j-h 

3 & 

T3  G 

1961 



— 





T3  O 
u u 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T3 

1959 

— 

— 

1 

— 

O 

Cl,  tfi 

1958 

— 

— 

— 

— 

<D  ju 

1957 

3 

— 

— 

— 

>,« 

1956 

3 

— 

1 

— 

~ u. 
C3  O 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

"u  H 

1954 

— 

— 

1 

— 

a 3 Z 

1953 

— 

1 

— 

— 

a>  o | 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

G 

1951 

— 

— 

— 

— 

So-- 

1950 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

— 

u « 5 
a.  2.S 

Z.  <-> 

1948 

— 

— 

1 

— 

° g $ 

1947 

— 

— 

— 



u jo 
a>  u- 

1946  or 

— 

-D  T)  O 

c o 

earlier 

13 

— 

5 

1 

c 

1 K-a 

Totals 

19 

1 

9 

1 

16 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of 
Birth 
of 

Persons 

No.  of  New 
Immunisations 
completed 
during  period 

No.  of  maintenance 
inoculations 
given  during 
period 

Confirmed  cases  of 
Diphtheria  during  period 

Immunised 

Non-immunised 

1961 

337 







1960 

400 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

48 

— 

— 

— 

1958 

23 

1 

— 

— 

1957 

18 

1 

— 

— 

1956 

84 

455 

— 

— 

1955 

54 

111 

— 

— 

1954 

4 

6 

— 

— 

1953 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1952 

3 

5 

— 

— 

1951 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1950 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1946 

or  earlier 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

980 

582 

Nil 

Nil 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 


Group 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Negative 

Re-actors 

Vaccinated 
during  1961 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Nurses 

7 

73 

1 

5 

1 

3 

Other  Hospital  Staff 

3 

35 

— 

7 

— 

6 

Contacts  

58 

50 

58 

47 

55 

44 

School  leavers 

563 

528 

510 

483 

495 

474 

Others 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

632 

686 

569 

542 

551 

527 

Number  of  Contacts  Tuberculin  Tested  under 
the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme  : 


Age  Group 

Re 

Positive 

suit 

Negative 

Totals 

Under  1 year  

1 and  under  5 years 
5 and  under  10  years 

10  and  under  15  years  

15  and  under  20  years  

20  years  and  over 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

— 2 

— 1 

24  12 

17  14 

7 17 

10  3 

— 1 

24  12 

17  14 

7 19 

10  4 

— 1 

Total  Tests  Performed 

— 3 

58  47 

58  50 

17 


7. 


Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care  (Section  27) 


Tuberculosis.  No  issues  during  the  year. 

Chiropody  Service: 

Total  number  of  applications  received  from  in- 
ception of  scheme  to  31/12/60 
Number  of  new  applications  received  during  1961 
Number  of  treatments  carried  out  since  inception 
of  scheme  to  31/12/60  .. 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  1961 
Amount  of  fees  recovered  from  inception  of 
scheme  to  31/12/60 

Amount  of  fees  recovered  during  1961  . . 
Amount  of  fees  paid  to  chiropodists  from  incep- 
tion of  scheme  to  3 1/12/60 
Amount  of  fees  paid  to  chiropodists  during  1961 


990 

145 

11,953 

2,986 

£708  5s. 
£180  14s. 


£4,247  12s.  6d. 
£1,192  10s. 


8.  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Nature  of  Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Not 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

1 

Chickenpox  

292 

1 

291 

Dysentery 

95 

16 

79 

Erysipelas  

Jaundice,  acute  infective 

8 

1 

7 

(not  Weil’s  disease)  . . 

45 

3 

42 

Measles  . . 

189 

3 

186 

Pneumonia,  acute  influenzal 

5 

4 

1 

Pneumonia,  acute  primary 

52 

41 

11 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

— 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

1 

8 

Gastro-Enteritis  . . 

20 

10 

10 

Enteritis  . . 

26 

2 

24 

Acute  Respiratory  Infection 

8 

8 

— 

Influenza  . . 

2 

2 

— 

Bronchitis 

6 

6 

— 

Totals  

779 

106 

673 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Seventeen  cases  of  confirmed  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  1961,  as  compared  with  eighteen  for  the  previous  year.  In 
addition  seven  cases  were  transferred  in  from  other  areas  in  the  fol- 
lowing age  groups: 

Males  2/23,  32,  54,  81 

Females  . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,  37 

Five  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1961,  as  compared  with  three  cases  for  the  previous  year.  In  addition, 
one  male,  aged  15  years,  was  transferred  in  from  another  area. 

The  site  of  the  disease  in  the  notified  cases  was  found  to  be: 
Superficial  Glands  . . . . . . . . 4 (2m.  2f.) 

Other  Organs  ..  ..  ..  ..1  (-m.  If.) 
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Tuberculosis 


Age  Period 

No.  of 
cases 
notified 

No.  of 

notified  cases 
actually 
confirmed 

No.  of  notified 
cases  receiving 
Sanatorium 
treatment 

No.  of 
Deaths  of 
notified 
cases 

Total 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

>< 

% 

Under  5 years 

5 to  1 5 years 

— 1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

z 

15  to  25  years 

— 1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

u 

25  to  35  years 

— 4 

— 

4 

— 

4 



— 

— 

& 

D 

35  to  45  years 

1 4 

1 

4 

1 

4 



— 

— 

45  to  55  years 

1 — 

1 

— 

1 

— 



1 

— 

Cu 

55  to  65  years 

2 — 

2 

— 

2 

— 



2 

— 

65  upwards 

3 — 

3 

i§| 

3 

— 



— 

— 

Totals 

7 10 

7 

10 

7 

10 

— — 

3 

— 

>* 

X 

Under  5 years 

< 

5 to  15  years 

z 

15  to  25  years 

25  to  35  years 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

— 



— 

— 

35  to  45  years 

— 1 

— 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

3 

45  to  65  years 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

— 



— 

— 

c_ 

Z 

o 

z 

65  upwards 

— — 

Totals 

2 3 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December, 


1961,  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was: 
Pulmonary  . . . . . . . . 199 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . . . . 20 


Total  ..  ..  219 


9.  Mental  Health  Service 

Mental  Defectives  : 

M.  F 

Number  of  children  (under  16  years)  in  Institutions  6 10 

Number  of  adults  (under  private  guardianship)  2 2 

Number  of  adults  in  Institutions  . . . . . . 25  24 

Lunacy  : 

As  Stratheden  Hospital  ceased  to  notify  us  in  October,  1958, 
regarding  persons  who  had  died  or  been  discharged  from  Hospital 
no  statistics  are  available  as  in  previous  years. 

During  the  year  1961,  27  cases  were  certified  of  unsound  mind 
and  removed  to  Stratheden  Hospital,  Cupar,  of  whom  14  were 
male  and  13  female. 
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10.  Work  under  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 


Nursery  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Child  Minders: 

No.  of  applications  received  . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  certificates  issued  . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  certificates  in  force  at  end  of  year  . . 1 

No.  of  children  being  cared  for  at  end  of  year  ..  12 

No.  of  inspections  made  . . . . . . . . 3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Accidents  in  the  home 

3 

10 

13 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  heart 
disease 

108 

98 

206 

Anaemias 

— 

2 

2 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  Injuries,  post-natal  asphyxia  and 
atelectasis 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

10 

8 

18 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

3 

3 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  . . 

3 

9 

12 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

3 

5 

Diarrhoeas  (except  of  new  born) 

3 

2 

5 

Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of  locomotion 

— 

4 

4 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease  . . 

3 

7 

10 

Other  Hypertensive  Disease  . . 

4 

3 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis  and  duodenitis 

— 

1 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasms  of  respiratory  system 

13 

1 

14 

Malignant  neoplasms  of  Lymphatic,  etc., 
tissues 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Malignant  neoplasms  . . 

41 

44 

85 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

3 

5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

Non-meningococcal  meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

13 

21 

Other  diseases  of  Heart  

1 

6 

7 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

2 

7 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Other  general  diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

I 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

5 

5 

10 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary  system 

2 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy  and 
immaturity  unqualified 

3 

5 

8 

Other  diseases  of  liver 

— 

1 

1 

Other  violence 

7 

— 

7 

Pneumonia  (except  of  new  born) 

11 

11 

22 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injury 

2 

5 

7 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

— 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  central  nervous 
system  

33 

43 

76 

Totals  . . 

292 

305 

597 

Of  the  597  deaths  which  occurred  during  1961,  396  were  of  persons 
over  65  years  of  age  - 55  being  over  85  years. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  STATISTICS 


Number  c 

>f  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 week 

8 

5 

13.0 

1 to  2 weeks 

— 

1 

1.0 

2 to  3 weeks 

— 

— 

— 

3 to  4 weeks 

— 

— 

— 

4 weeks  to  3 months 

— 

2 

2.0 

3 months  to  6 months 

3 

2 

5.0 

6 months  to  9 months 

— 

— 

— 

9 months  to  12  months 

— 

— 

— 

Total . . 

11 

10 

21.0 

Certified  Cause  of  Death 


M.  F. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Broncho  Pneumonia/Asphyxia  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Asphyxia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Prematurity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 

Prematurity/Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Prematurity/Hydrops  foetalis  . . . . . . . . 1 1 

Cerebral  anoxia  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Atelectasis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — \ 

Infective  myocarditis  . . . . . . . . . . . . — l 

Hypothermia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — j 

Pulmonary  Hyaline  Membrane  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Coarctation  of  the  Aorta  . . . . . . . . . . l 

Gastro  Enteritis  - Severe  toxaemia  - anoxia  . . . . 1 1 

Oesophageal  atresia  . . . . . . . . . . . . l 

Total  ..  ..  ll  10 
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B.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

As  formerly,  school  medical  inspection  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Burgh’s  staff,  and  a full  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Education 
Authority.  A brief  summary  relating  to  the  school  year  1960/61  is 
given  herewith: 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  parents  present  at  medical 

inspection: 

(a)  with  entrant  infants 

358 

300 

658 

( b ) with  others  (second  age  group)  . . 

244 

251 

495 

(c)  at  clinics 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  examinations: 

Entrants 

416 

348 

764 

Second  age  group 

421 

393 

814 

Third  age  group 

574 

654 

1,228 

Vision  testing  (6-7  years) 

363 

336 

699 

Fourth  age  group 

71 

91 

162 

Re-examinations 

125 

108 

233 

Non-routines 

124 

119 

243 

Number  of  children  examined 

1,482 

1,486 

2,968 

Clean 

1,479 

1,445 

2,924 

Nits  or  head  vermin 

3 

41 

44 

Visions  - routine 

363 

336 

699 

non-routine 

18 

32 

50 

re-examinations 

18 

23 

41 

Referred  for  examination  - routine 

115 

120 

235 

Total  number  of  clinic  sessions: 

{a)  General  clinics 

52 

(b)  Special  clinics  - Eye 

15 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic: 

Number  of  new  cases 

1,435 

Total  attendances 

3,666 

Treatments  carried  out  by  Nurses: 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Head  Vermin 

6 

13 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

63 

237 

Other  Skin  conditions 

71 

340 

Ottorrhoea 

9 

41 

Eye  Disease  (external) 

53 

106 

Other  cases 

317 

691 

Cuts  and  Bruises 

599 

1,266 

Septic  conditions 

205 

664 

Accidents 

32 

51 

Advisory  cases 

12 

12 

Ear  cases 

62 

223 

Scabies 

4 

18 

Nose  and  Throat  cases  . . 

2 

4 

Applications  for  boots  and  clothing  are  now  sent  to 

the  Director 

of  Education. 

Seven  children  of  school  age  were  accommodated  for  short  periods 
at  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Humbie  (Seaforth  Sanatorium  Trust). 
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Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 


Section  I — General  Statistics 


Age 

Routine 

Dental 

Inspection 

With 

Dental 

Defects 

Offered 

Treatment 

Accepting 

Treatment 

Treated 

Special  and 
Emergency 
Cases 

—5 

71 

37 

37 

18 

15 



5 

558 

365 

365 

100 

85 

42 

6 

662 

431 

431 

193 

142 

68 

7 

719 

481 

481 

211 

147 

66 

8 

674 

400 

400 

152 

100 

57 

9 

703 

428 

428 

181 

135 

44 

10 

794 

435 

435 

164 

122 

68 

11 

603 

304 

304 

140 

102 

45 

12 

438 

284 

284 

84 

48 

41 

13 

525 

293 

293 

81 

55 

36 

14 

491 

300 

300 

52 

46 

22 

15 

53 

32 

32 

5 

6 

9 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Totals 

6,291 

3,790 

3.790 

1,381 

1,011 

502 

Attendances  for  Treatment  5 to  17  +years  . . 3,989 


Section  II — Details  of  Treatment 


Routine 

Special 

and 

Emergency 

Total 

(a)  Fillings: 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

1,275 

611 

1,886 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 
(6)  Extractions  (excluding  orthodontic): 

432 

153 

585 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

188 

71 

259 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

818 

248 

1,066 

General  Anaesthetics 

— 

— 

— 

Other  operations — Permanent  teeth 

1,312 

933 

2,245 

Deciduous  teeth 

1,595 

288 

1,883 

Dentures — Partial  . . 

4 

4 

8 

Full  

— 

— 

— 

Repairs  to  Dentures  

— 

1 

1 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures 

(Excluding  orthodontics) 

3 

13 

16 

Crowns 

1 

— 

1 
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Section  III — Orthodontic  Treatment 


No.  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year 
New  cases — 16+2  restarted  .. 

Cases  completed 

Cases  discontinued  3 + 1 (left  school) 

Cases  continuing  at  end  of  year  

Attendances  for  treatment 

No.  of  consultations  with  R.H.B.  orthodontist 

54 

18 

9 

4 

58 

513 

131 

R.H.B. 

Consul- 

School 

Dental 

Total 

tant 

Officer 

No.  of  diagnostic  examinations  . . 

(not  followed  by  treatment) 

1 

1 

No.  of  cases  treated  

17 

17 

(a)  without  appliances  . . 

7 

7 

lb)  with  removable  appliances 

10 

10 

(c)  with  fixed  appliances 

— 

— 

No.  of  extractions  (non-carious): 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

25 

25 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

10 

10 

Repairs  to  orthodontic  appliances 

3 

3 

Intra-oral 

39 

39 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures 

Extra-oral 

2 

2 

Section  IV — Dental  Staff 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Establishment  of  posts  agreed  by 

Council 

3 

3 

No.  in  post  at  31/7/61 — Wholetime  . . 

1 

2 

Part-time 

1 

Whole-time  equivalent  of  part-time 
Total  whole-time  equivalent 
No.  of  vacancies  being  advertised 
Total  half-days  worked  during  year 

H 

ended  31/7/61: 

645 

(a)  in  School  Health  Service 

(b)  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

55 

Service  . . 

Section  V — Allocation  of  Time 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Estimated  number  of  half  days  occu- 

pied  in  Inspection 

50 

— 

Dental  Health  Education 

Treatment  (other  than  orthodontics) . . 

550 

Orthodontic  treatment . . 

45 

Administration  (approx.) 

15 

Absence  due  to  illness 

~ 

Total  . . 

660 
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C.  PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

Fifty-seven  ships  from  foreign  ports  entered  Kirkcaldy  Harbour 
during  1961  and  pratique  was  granted  in  all  cases. 

D.  FOOD  SUPPLY 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  page  34. 

E.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Residential  Accommodation 


Abden 

Home 

Denend  House 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Number  at  31/12/60 

31 

18 

12 

15 

Admitted  during  1961 

14 

13 

2 

4 

Discharged  during  1961 

8 

6 

1 

2 

Deaths  during  1961 

7 

6 

2 

1 

Number  at  31/12/61 

30 

19 

11 

16 

Registration  and  inspection  of  disabled  or  Old  Persons’ 


homes  (Section  37)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Removals  (Section  47)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Care  of  property  (Section  48) 4 

Burials  (Section  50)  . . . . . . . . . . 5 


Other  Welfare  Work 

Two  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Welfare  Officer,  one  by  the 
family  doctor  and  one  by  a Health  Visitor.  In  the  case  referred  by 
the  family  doctor  a monetary  grant  was  obtained,  and  in  the  other 
case  holidays  were  arranged  for  a mother  and  her  three  children. 

Eleven  beneficiaries  from  various  Trusts  continued  to  be  paid 
during  the  year. 

F.  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1938 

No  nursing  homes  proper  operate  in  the  Burgh,  exemption  being 
granted  to  Kirkcaldy  General  Hospital  and  the  Hunter  Hospital,  now 
the  property  of  the  South-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Scotland. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  all  propaganda  measures.  The  depart- 
ment’s officers  have  a regular  programme  of  lectures,  etc.,  during  the 
winter. 
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G.  GENERAL  SANITATION 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  - page  43. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
Part  I of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local  author- 

ities 

32 

8 

— 

— 

2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 

which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 

local 

authorities 

357 

234 

2 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 

7 is 

enforced  by  the  local  authority 

(including  out-workers’  premises)  

16 

3 

— 

— 

Total  

405 

245 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were 

found: 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in  which 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

Referred 

were 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

instituted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

1 

— 

— 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 

Out-work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total . . 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Part  Vin  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

Nil 
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Sanitary  Department, 
Town  House, 

KIRKCALDY. 
August,  1962. 


To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  TOWN  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  and  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments  during  the  year  1961. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
D.H.S.  Circular  No.  99/61. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


1 . General  Progress 

The  Town  Council’s  programme  for  the  closure  and  demolition  of 
unfit  houses  for  the  three-year  period  1959-  1961  was  600  houses. 
Actually,  720  houses  were  dealt  with,  427  as  a result  of  official  action 
under  section  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  and  293  by  un- 
official voluntary  closure,  these  being  mainly  houses  in  old  properties 
acquired  by  the  Town  Council  for  redevelopment  area  purposes. 

The  policy  was  continued  of  allocating  50%  of  all  new  houses 
built,  or  the  equivalent  in  other  houses,  for  rehousing  families  from 
unfit  houses  and  this  contributed  greatly  to  the  Council’s  good  record 
of  closure  of  uninhabitable  properties.  For  the  next  three-year  period 
ending  31st  December,  1964,  it  is  estimated  that  a further  725  houses 
will  be  closed.  Of  these,  300  are  in  areas  in  course  of  being  cleared  for 
redevelopment,  300  refer  to  individual  unfit  properties  in  various  parts 
of  the  town,  and  the  remainder  concern  the  pre-fabricated  houses  built 
about  1946  and  now  coming  to  the  end  of  their  useful  life. 

Though  the  worst  properties  have  been  cleared  from  our  midst, 
others  keep  slipping  into  a downward  category  through  general  dis- 
repair and  lack  of  proper  maintenance.  Private  owners  do  not  appear 
to  consider  modernisation  of  this  class  of  property  worthwhile  even 
with  the  aid  of  grants.  The  same  applies  to  owner-occupiers  who  have 
bought  single  houses  in  tenements.  Most  seem  content  to  accept  in- 
adequate sanitary  accommodation  and  no  bathroom;  improvements 
were  confined  to  installing  electric  light  and  power,  new  grates  with 
tiled  surrounds,  panelled  doors,  a hot  water  geyser  at  the  sink  and 
redecoration.  Houses  without  modern  sanitary  amenities,  kitchenettes 
and  larders,  remain  sub-standard  and  have  a low  asset  value. 

Dealing  with  house  closures  during  the  year,  166  unfit  dwellings 
were  reported  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  resulting 
in  87  demolition  orders  and  79  closing  orders  being  made.  In  addition 
66  houses  were  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners,  including  17  temporary 
houses.  A total  of  230  condemned  houses  were  demolished.  During 
1961,  332  new  houses  were  completed,  a reduction  of  123  houses  against 
the  previous  year.  The  Town  Council  completed  219  houses  for  normal 
needs,  six  were  built  for  the  police  and  fire  services  and  107  were  erected 
privately  for  sale.  This  was  the  largest  number  of  private  houses 
erected  in  any  post-war  year.  Of  the  houses  completed  by  the  Council, 
62  were  occupied  by  families  from  condemned  houses,  97  by  over- 
crowded families,  7 by  homeless  families,  15  by  health  cases,  and  38 
from  other  houses  including  decanting,  exchanges  and  other  transfers. 
Altogether  5,941  houses  from  all  sources  have  been  erected  in  the  town 
since  the  war,  and  from  1st  January,  1955,  to  31st  December,  1961, 
the  number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  was  1,782,  leaving  a net 
gain  over  the  period  of  4,159  houses. 
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Applicants  on  the  Burgh  Factor’s  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the 
year  totalled  2,465,  an  increase  of  48  compared  with  the  same  date  in 
1960.  The  waiting  list  included  655  families  in  sublet  rooms;  471  over- 
crowded cases;  46  families  living  in  houses  classified  as  unfit;  44 
applicants  about  to  be  married;  283  single  persons  desiring  hostels; 
and  966  families  living  in  passable  houses  wishing  alternative  accom- 
modation with  modern  amenities.  There  were  449  marriages  in  the 
town  during  1961. 

Only  one  application  was  received  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  in 
terms  of  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Acts,  1954  and  1957;  this 
was  granted,  the  disrepair  being  such  that  the  house  was  eventually 
closed.  No  applications  were  received  from  owners  for  the  revocation 
of  Certificates. 

Seven  Improvement  grants  and  six  Standard  grants  were  made  to 
private  owners  this  year.  The  Town  Council  completed  modernisation 
works  at  two  blocks  of  houses  in  Rosabelle  Street;  these  were  favour- 
ably commented  upon  by  the  public  when  two  of  the  improved  houses 
were  on  show  for  a week.  Proposals  were  submitted  by  the  Burgh 
Engineer  for  the  modernisation  of  a further  seven  houses  in  Victoria 
Street,  Dysart,  to  make  three  large  dwellings  and  four  small  ones,  and 
for  twenty  sub-standard  houses  in  Bank  Street  to  be  converted  into 
twelve  houses,  all  with  modern  amenities.  Negotiations  were  also  in 
hand  to  acquire  further  houses  in  Bank  Street  for  modernisation  and 
at  Overton  Road  to  facilitate  the  redevelopment  plan  and  road  pro- 
posals. Progress  was  slow  with  respect  to  proposals  for  improving 
housing  conditions  in  Institution  Street  and  Sutherland  Street,  where 
most  of  the  houses  are  sub-standard  and  a high  proportion  in  owner- 
occupation.  Nevertheless  much  survey  and  other  work  was  done  to 
keep  records  of  this  area  up  to  date.  Similarly  considerable  preparatory 
work  was  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  Dysart  and  Pathhead 
redevelopment  areas. 

Housing  reports  were  prepared  concerning  30  houses  likely  to  be 
acquired  by  purchasers  in  terms  of  the  Council’s  scheme  under  the 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts;  15  loans  were  approved.  Forty-two 
plans,  covering  general  improvements  and  alterations  to  houses,  in- 
cluding the  provision  of  13  bathrooms,  were  examined  and  reported 
upon  in  conjunction  with  the  Burgh  Engineer  to  ensure  compliance 
with  bye-laws  and  other  public  health  standards. 

In  one  area  of  Dysart  mineral  subsidence  affected  about  25 
privately-owned  houses  and  a block  of  pre-war  local  authority  houses 
was  demolished  for  this  reason  early  in  the  year.  Subsidence  affected 
the  same  area  several  years  ago.  After  a joint  inspection  of  properties 
along  with  National  Coal  Board  officials  an  extensive  housing  repair 
programme  was  put  in  hand.  In  some  houses  this  was  the  second  or 
third  occasion  repairs  had  been  necessary.  If  the  subsidence  continues 
there  is  a likelihood  more  houses  in  the  area  may  have  to  be  closed 
and  demolished. 
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Visits  to  houses  by  Inspectors  totalled  3,356,  mainly  for  survey 
and  report  on  unfit  houses,  checking  the  movement  of  families  as  a 
result  of  rehousing  operations  and  concerning  the  extent  of  shared 
sanitary  accommodation  in  old  properties  listed  for  future  attention 
in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

2.  Milk  Supply 

Dairies  were  further  reduced  in  number  this  year  when  a large 
dairy  farm  changed  hands  and  the  new  owner  went  over  to  beef  pro- 
duction. There  are  now  only  four  milk  producing  dairies  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town  with  standings  for  90  cows.  The  new  dairy  byre 
for  20  cows,  built  last  year,  had  paved  surfaces  provided  around  the 
premises  and  forecourt  to  allay  dust  nuisance  and  to  facilitate  the 
keeping  of  clean  surroundings.  In  one  instance  the  cleaning  of  walls 
and  floor  of  a byre  called  for  more  care  and  regular  attention  by  the 
farmer.  Five  milk  retailers  and  their  rounds  were  taken  over  by  existing 
milk  salesmen.  Details  of  dairy  premises  registered  and  licenced  during 
1961  were  as  follows: 

Registrations  : Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 

Number 


Dairy  byres  capable  of  housing  90  cows  . . . . . . 4 

Milk  retailers  retailing  within  the  Burgh  . . . . . . 20 

Retail  shops  where  only  bottled  milk  is  sold  . . . . 40 

Producers  and  wholesalers  who  do  not  sell  by  retail  . . 4 


At  smallholdings  there  was  one  exempted  dairy  where  2 cows 
were  kept;  surplus  milk  was  fed  to  calves  and  pigs. 

3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  during  1961  : 

Number 


Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . 4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . . . 3 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . . . 12 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T./Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 4 

Pasteurisers’  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  (Wholesale  only)  . . 2 

Producers  licenced  to  produce  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 4 


To  ensure  compliance  with  prescribed  tests  the  undernoted  milks 
were  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Fife  District  Laboratory,  Cameron 
Hospital,  Windygates: 


Number 

Conformed 

Failed 

Certified  Milk  . . 

..  60 

49 

11 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

..  77 

58 

19 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 

..  45 

44 

1 

182 

151 

31 

32 


Milk  samples  not  conforming  to  prescribed  tests  were  less  than 
the  previous  year  when  50  failed.  High  bacterial  counts  caused  failure 
in  three  samples;  B.  Coli  was  present  in  twenty  samples  and  both 
high  counts  and  B.  Coli  were  found  in  eight  samples.  Follow-up 
investigations  were  made  in  every  case.  One  local  producer  of  Tuber- 
culin Tested  Milk  had  three  consecutive  failures  within  one  month  and 
a series  of  investigations  were  carried  out  at  the  farm. 

It  was  found  that  the  Electrobloc  sterilising  chest  was  not  func- 
tioning properly  and  the  makers  were  called  in  to  effect  repairs  to 
obtain  maximum  efficiency  for  sterilisation  of  all  dairy  equipment.  In 
two  instances  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  there  were  four  consecutive 
failures  involving  two  County  producers  supplying  two  local  retailers. 
Both  cases  were  referred  to  the  County  officers  for  attention  at  the 
producing  farms. 

On  instructions  from  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  the 
sampling  of  Certified  Milk  was  doubled  following  upon  the  previous 
years  over  all  high  number  of  failures.  Letters  were  sent  to  all  retailers 
of  Certified  milk  asking  for  a greater  degree  of  care  while  handling 
this  top  grade  milk,  and  to  three  retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
whose  records  were  below  average.  This  had  the  effect  of  reducing 
the  number  of  failures  from  46%  the  previous  year  to  18%  this  year. 
In  three  instances  of  Certified  milk  there  were  three  consecutive  failures 
within  one  month  involving  one  County  producer/retailer  and  two  con- 
secutive failures  involving  County  produced  milk  retailed  by  local 
retailers.  All  three  cases  were  reported  to  the  County  officers  for  at- 
tention at  the  producing  farms  where  it  was  understood  representatives 
of  the  dairy  college  were  called  in  to  clear  up  this  trouble.  Incoming 
milk  to  pasteurising  plants  and  to  local  milk  dealers  was  checked  at 
regular  intervals  to  ensure  it  was  up  to  required  standards,  County 
officers  being  notified  of  any  failings. 

The  two  pasteurising  plants  functioned  satisfactorily  and  all  but 
one  of  the  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  complied  with  the  prescribed 
tests:  as  from  the  beginning  of  October  1961,  the  scale  of  routine 
sampling  was  reduced  from  two  samples  per  month  to  one  sample 
per  month  in  accordance  with  D.H.S.  Circular  85/1961.  In  addition 
to  routine  sampling  at  the  two  pasteurising  plants  24  one-third  pint 
samples  of  T.T. /Pasteurised  milk  were  taken  at  the  various  schools 
within  the  Burgh;  of  these,  one  sample  failed  due  to  the  presence  of 
B.  Coli.  An  investigation  was  carried  out  at  the  premises  supplying 
this  milk  following  which  several  recommendations  were  made  to  the 
manager  regarding  the  handling  of  uncapped  bottles  by  the  dairy  staff. 

Daily  turnover  of  milk  at  the  two  pasteurising  plants  was  4,276 
gallons  of  which  2,680  gallons  were  consumed  in  the  town.  This  was 
a decrease  of  260  gallons  over  the  previous  year.  In  addition  1,500 
gallons  of  designated  milk  was  sold  daily  by  fourteen  local  dealers, 
including  772  gallons  of  Certified  milk  and  728  gallons  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk.  During  the  year  the  local  sales  of  Certified  milk  ex- 
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ceeded  those  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk;  this  was  the  first  time  it  had 
happened  since  the  inception  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders.  There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  small  mixed 
shops  which  sold  from  one  to  three  gallons  of  bottled  designated  milk 
daily.  Turnover  in  11  shops  was  about  23  gallons  each  day. 

The  installation  of  a further  three  milk  vending  machines  brought 
the  total  of  these  machines  operating  within  the  Burgh  to  six  from  which 
approximately  40  gallons  of  milk  was  sold  daily. 

All  milk  licences  were  in  course  of  being  checked  for  the  purpose 
of  report  to  the  Health  Committee  regarding  renewal  for  the  next  five 
years.  One  local  producer  and  two  milk  dealers  were  warned  about 
several  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  results  over  the  past  year. 

4.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 

A total  of  204  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
Dundee,  for  examination.  The  various  samples  analysed  were  as 
follows: 

Not 

Number  Genuine 


Milk 75  2 

Mince  (13),  Sausages  (8)  ..  ..  ..  21  1 

Jams  and  Jellies  . . . . . . . . 4 — 

Sauces,  Pickles,  Condiments  . . . . 9 — 

Mineral  Waters  . . . . . . . . 5 — 

Meat,  Fish  Paste,  Fish  Cakes  . . . . 6 — 

Fruit  and  Dried  Fruits  . . . . . . 6 — 

Whisky  (8),  Beer  (4)  . . . . . . 12  — 

Butter  (6),  Margarine  (6)  ..  ..  ..  12  — 

Tinned  Goods  . . . . . . . . 10  — 

Medicinal  . . . . . . . . . . 8 — 

Dairy  Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 4 2 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . . . 17  — 

Milk  Ice  . . . . . . . . . . 3 — 

Cooking  Fat,  Lard  . . . . . . . . 4 — 

Coffee,  Flour  . . . . . . . . 3 — 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . 4 — 


Total  . . 203  5 


Milk 


The  average  quality  of  the  milk  supply  as  indicated  by  the  75 
samples  analysed  was  as  follows: 


Water 
Total  Solids 
Fat 

Solids-not-fat 


87.33% 

12.67% 

3.88% 

8.79% 


100.00% 
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Two  test  samples  of  milk  were  reported  as  being  non-genuine. 
One  of  the  samples  taken  from  a local  dealer’s  supply  showed  that  the 
milk  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  10%.  The  matter  was  referred 
to  the  County  officer  in  whose  area  the  producing  farm  was  situated 
and  an  inspection  of  the  bottling  methods  at  the  local  dealer’s  dairy 
was  carried  out.  Nothing  was  found  amiss  at  the  dairy  but  the  pro- 
ducer's herd  had  a low  fat  average.  The  other  sample,  which  was 
taken  from  one  of  the  pasteurising  plants,  showed  a solids-not-fat 
deficiency  of  7.05%  and  added  water  10.5%.  On  investigation  at  the 
dairy  plant  it  was  found  that  one  farmer’s  milk  was  consigned  to  the 
dairy  by  an  outside  contractor.  Other  arrangements  were  made  to 
have  this  milk  diverted  to  a local  creamery.  A formal  follow-up  sample 
was  reported  to  be  genuine. 

Mince 

One  test  sample  contained  a small  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide 
during  the  period  when  the  presence  of  this  preservative  was  pro- 
hibited. The  butcher  concerned  received  a written  warning. 

Dairy  Ice  Cream 

These  sample  failures  are  commented  upon  in  section  8 of  this 
report. 

5.  Food  Premises  and  Hygiene 

A total  of  777  inspections  and  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
in  1961.  Apart  from  the  many  verbal  recommendations  and  instruc- 
tions given  by  Inspectors  to  staff  and  management  altogether  58  letters 
were  sent  in  terms  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland  Regulations,  1959. 


The  following  improvements  were  noted: 

“Now  Wash  Your  Hands”  notices  provided  . . 144 

Hand  washing  basins  installed  . . . . . . 43 

Hand  washing  basins  installed  in  mobile  shops  . . 10 

Water  heaters  provided  . . . . . . . . 32 

Sinks  installed  . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Screened  counters  provided  . . . . . . 10 

Refrigerated  cabinets,  counters  installed  . . . . 4 

Cutting  tables,  chopping  blocks  re-surfaced  . . 15 

Tables  covered  or  re-surfaced  . . . . . . 4 

Food  premises  redecorated  . . . . . . 39 

Walls,  floors,  ceilings  improved  . . . . . . 6 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  . . . . 5 

Accommodation  for  clothing  provided  . . . . 10 

First-Aid  boxes  provided  . . . . . . . . 28 

Covered  refuse  bins  provided  . . . . . . 32 

Shops  or  back  shops  reconstructed  . . . . 9 

Miscellaneous  other  improvements  . . . . 8 
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Although  not  so  spectacular  this  year,  progress  continued  to  im- 
prove food  premises.  Nevertheless,  after  a survey  of  licenced  houses 
had  been  made  it  was  necessary  to  issue  41  letters  drawing  attention 
to  outstanding  works  still  to  be  completed.  A satisfactory  response 
was  received  that  work  was  either  in  hand  to  be  done  or  would  shortly 
be  put  into  effect. 

The  owners  of  one  old  established  hotel  in  the  High  Street,  how- 
ever, stated  that  these  premises  would  not  be  modernised,  as  antici- 
pated, but  would  be  closed  and  demolished  early  in  1962.  Two  public 
houses  in  redevelopment  areas,  where  clearance  of  premises  are  in- 
volved, were  not  included  in  improvement  notices  other  than  for  the 
cleanliness  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  In  all  new  or  modernised 
public  houses  the  full  requirements  of  the  Regulations  with  regard  to 
washing  and  rinsing  of  glasses,  hand  washing  facilities  and  for  washing 
draught  beer  pipelines,  were  met  without  difficulty,  and  in  some  cases 
exceeded  that  which  was  required.  Evening  visits  were  made  to  10 
public  bars  throughout  the  town  to  observe  actual  serving  arrange- 
ments in  relation  to  hygiene  requirements,  which  tended  to  lower 
during  busy  periods. 

A list  of  defects  and  recommendations  was  sent  to  the  owners  of 
bakery  premises  when  it  was  found  that  this  work  was  still  outstanding, 
and  a chip  shop  owner  was  warned  about  lack  of  general  cleanliness 
where  food  was  stored  and  prepared.  Investigation  into  a case  of 
gastro-enteritis  revealed  a minor  food-poisoning  outbreak  following  a 
wedding  reception  in  a local  hotel.  After  thorough  investigation  the 
source  of  the  outbreak  was  narrowed  down  to  ice-cream  or  the  chicken 
dish  served,  with  a strong  suspicion  that  the  preparation  of  the  chicken 
beforehand  was  a contributory  cause.  The  investigation  brought  home 
to  the  kitchen  staff  the  importance  and  care  needed  in  the  preparation 
of  meals  and  the  call  for  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  utensils. 

A small  parcel  of  rissoles  was  handed  in  with  a complaint  that  the 
purchaser  had  been  sick,  mainly  by  the  appearance  of  hair-like  fibres 
in  their  substance,  when  broken.  The  Analyst’s  report  indicated  that 
the  rissoles  contained  an  appreciable  number  of  protein  fibres,  some 
unidentifiable  fibres  like  nylon  or  man-made  fibres  and  some  jute 
fibres.  The  small  number  of  jute  fibres  could  have  come  from  the 
sack  in  which  biscuit  meal  (used  in  rissole  manufacture)  had  been 
carried  but  no  satisfactory  explanation  was  found  for  the  presence  of 
the  few  nylon  fibres.  The  protein  fibres  were  normal  findings  and 
came  from  the  meat  in  the  rissoles.  The  whole  incident  greatly  con- 
cerned the  local  rissole  manufacturer  and  his  staff  who  carried  out  a 
number  of  tests  with  various  mixtures  including  Cyprus  potatoes,  also 
an  ingredient  of  the  rissoles  at  the  time.  The  standard  of  hygiene  in 
the  premises  was  good. 

The  same  could  not  be  said  about  premises  where  some  sweet 
products  were  manufactured.  An  unfavourable  bacteriological  report 
on  mallow  fillings  led  to  investigations  being  made  at  the  factory  con- 
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cerned;  some  undesirable  handling  arrangements  had  to  be  corrected 
and  personal  hygiene  facilities  also  needed  improvement.  Fortnightly 
visits  were  made  to  the  premises  for  a period.  The  case  of  a dead  mouse 
being  found  in  a bottle  of  milk  was  under  close  investigation  towards 
the  end  of  the  year. 

On  the  educational  side  of  the  Regulations  it  was  a pleasure  to 
provide  practical  notes  for  an  Instructor  at  Kirkcaldy  Technical 
College  for  the  guidance  of  pupils  on  the  various  insect  and  rodent 
pests  commonly  found  in  bakehouses,  their  life  histories,  control  and 
eradication.  Knowledge  of  this  kind  will  be  of  considerable  value  to 
the  pupils  in  later  years. 

Local  flour  mills  received  their  annual  fumigation  by  a specialist 
firm  in  terms  of  the  Hydrogen  Cyanide  (Fumigation  of  Buildings) 
Regulations,  1951.  With  regard  to  mobile  food  shops,  of  which  there 
is  an  increasing  number  operating  from  both  inside  and  outside  the 
burgh,  112  inspections  were  made.  Many  of  these  mobile  shopkeepers 
are  one-man  businesses  operating  from  vans  of  various  kinds  without 
shops  or  suitable  storage  premises  to  ensure  that  the  goods  sold  are 
kept  under  hygienic  conditions.  At  one  large  room  adjoining  his  house, 
a mobile  shopkeeper  was  found  to  keep  all  his  bulk  goods  on  the  floor, 
with  narrow  passages  between  the  stacked  goods;  no  shelving  was 
provided.  Fortunately  most  of  the  foodstuffs  were  wrapped  but  the 
occupier  was  warned  that  the  premises  could  not  be  kept  clean,  orderly, 
or  free  from  vermin  under  such  conditions  and  that  better  arrangements 
must  be  made. 

More  control  is  needed  in  respect  of  mobile  food  shops  and  the 
premises  used  for  storage  purposes.  A deputation  from  the  Kirkcaldy 
and  District  Grocers’  Association  asked  the  Town  Council  to  consider 
registration  or  licencing  of  all  mobile  food  shops  as  one  means  of  im- 
proving the  supervision  of  these  merchants;  the  matter  is  being  in- 
vestigated. 

Regular  weekly  visits  were  made  to  various  wholesale  grocery 
warehouses  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  condemnation  of 
unsound  food  including  arrangements  for  its  disposal;  256  inspections 
were  made. 


6.  Unsound  Food 


During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  found  to  be 
human  consumption: 

lbs. 

unfit  for 
ozs. 

Canned  Fruit 

2,734 

14f 

Canned  Vegetables 

947 

HI 

Canned  Fish  , . 

66 

8f 

Canned  Meat 

4,351 

lOf 

Canned  Meat  and  Vegetables 

37 

52 

6 

Canned  Milk 
Canned  Soup 
Canned  Jam  . 
Fresh  Fruit  . 
Fresh  Fish 
Miscellaneous 


106 

14 

577 

13* 

40 

12 

56 

— 

50 

n 

1,237 

3* 

10,222 

5* 

Included  in  the  above  figures  was  a miscellaneous  assortment  of 
food  stock  of  just  over  1,000  lbs.  weight  which  was  condemned  fol- 
lowing an  outbreak  of  fire  in  a small  general  grocery  shop. 

During  a two  month  period  over  200  small  tins  of  a particular 
brand  of  grapefruit  segments  were  condemned  including  a large 
number  in  a local  wholesale  warehouse.  There  was  only  very  slight 
evidence  of  “blowing”  and  in  fact  many  of  the  tins  looked  quite  normal. 
On  sending  some  tins  to  the  Analyst  it  was  reported  that  there  had  been 
a considerable  attack  on  the  tin  container  by  the  acid  in  the  fruit.  This 
point  was  taken  up  with  the  importer  who  in  turn  referred  the  matter 
to  the  canner  in  Israel.  It  was  found  that  the  tins  of  grapefruit  segments 
had  been  in  this  country  for  about  two  years  and  that  newer  develop- 
ments were  now  being  used  in  the  packing  of  these  segments  along 
with  an  improved  quality  of  tin  plate. 

7.  Meat 

Mr.  Albert  Walsh,  Slaughterhouse  Superintendent,  kindly  pro- 
vided the  statistics  shown  on  page  39,  relating  to  activities  at  the 
Abattoir  in  1961.  The  total  kill  was  33,282  animals,  a slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year;  cattle  rose  by  723,  calves  were  up  by  58,  but 
sheep  and  pigs  dropped  in  numbers  by  432  and  287  animals  respectively. 
Inspection  of  all  carcases  was  made  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  (Scotland)  1932  and  1948,  and  all  meat  and  offals  con- 
demned were  processed  in  the  Iwel  plant  in  the  premises,  except  for  a 
limited  amount  of  liver  sold  locally  for  mink  feeding.  By-product 
sales  were  dried  blood  7 tons  8 cwts,  meat  and  bone  meal  10  tons  14£ 
cwts  and  technical  tallow  17  tons  8 cwts  7 lbs. 

The  Food  (Meat  Inspection)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1961,  came 
into  operation  on  1st  March,  1961,  and  regard  was  given  to  this  new 
legislation  in  the  day-to-day  working  of  the  premises.  To  enable  the 
Slaughterhouse  Superintendent  and  his  qualified  assistant  to  give  more 
attention  to  the  inspection  of  animals  on  arrival  at  the  Abattoir  and 
other  duties  arising  under  the  Regulations  an  additional  labourer  was 
appointed  to  the  staff.  In  the  interests  of  hygiene  the  Town  Council 
also  agreed  to  pay  the  cost  of  weekly  laundering  of  overalls  worn  by 
slaughter  men. 
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Improvement  to  premises  included  the  installation  of  lifting  tackle 
in  the  digester  room  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  condemned  meat,  four 
electric  overhead  hoists  at  the  cattle  dressing  bays  to  speed  up  lifting 
of  carcases  from  the  floor,  and  one  specially  strong  electric  overhead 
hoist  to  be  used  when  the  system  of  overhead  bleeding  comes  into 
operation  next  year.  Floor  levels  in  the  slaughtering  hall  will  require 
to  be  altered  to  give  sufficient  height  to  thoroughly  bleed  the  suspended 
cattle  carcases.  The  local  butchers’  association  approved  arrangements 
for  overhead  bleeding  being  introduced,  which  will  greatly  improve 
keeping  qualities  and  appearance  of  carcases. 
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8.  Ice  Cream  Premises 

In  terms  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  the  fol- 
lowing premises  and  vehicles  were  registered  by  the  Town  Council  at 


31st  December,  1961 : 

Manufacturing  Premises  ..  ..  10 

Retail  Premises  . . . . . . 24 

Retail  Vehicles  (Motors)  . . . . 22 

Retail  Vehicles  (Horse)  . . . . 1 

Retail  Vehicles  (Barrows,  etc.)  . . 7 


In  addition  to  the  above,  pre-wrapped  ice  cream  is  sold  from  98 
other  premises,  including  shops,  cinemas  and  places  of  entertainment. 
Visits  to  registered  premises  totalled  42.  While  a good  overall  standard 
of  cleanliness  of  equipment  and  premises  prevailed,  six  manufacturers 
had  to  be  warned  about  unhygienic  methods  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory 
conditions.  Matters  requiring  attention  included  redecoration  of 
premises,  greater  care  in  cleaning  of  equipment  with  particular  regard 
to  removal  of  milk  stone  and  use  of  bactericidal  agents  when 
cleaning.  At  one  place  an  extension  of  premises  was  carried  out  to 
provide  more  storage  space  for  confectionery  goods  and  to  relieve 
congestion  in  ice  cream  factory.  Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 


analysis  were  as  follows: 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Ice  Cream 

44 

10 

Milk  Ice 

4 

1 

Dairy  Ice  Cream 

3 

2 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

10 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

5 

4 

Of  the  seventeen  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory,  twelve 
samples  showed  positive  reaction  to  coliform  tests,  one  sample  had  an 
excessively  high  bacterial  count  and  remaining  four  samples  had  both 
high  counts  and  positive  B.  Coli. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  at  three  factories  when  samples 
were  taken  at  all  stages  from  start  to  finish  of  the  ice  cream  manufac- 
ture. In  one  case  the  follow-up  samples  also  proved  to  be  unsatis- 
factory, and  when  this  was  further  investigated  it  was  found  the 
cleansing  procedure  of  equipment  was  not  being  correctly  done  to 
avoid  contamination  of  the  washed  surfaces,  nor  was  a suitable 
detergent-steriliser  being  used. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  analysis  in 
terms  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order  1953.  Two  samples 
of  dairy  ice  cream  failed  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  regulations. 
One  sample  was  30%  deficient  in  butter  fat  whilst  the  fat  in  the  other 
sample  did  not  possess  the  characteristics  of  butter  fat.  In  both  in- 
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stances  the  vendors  had  displayed  pennants  issued  by  the  Milk  Market- 
ing Board  advertising  “Dairy  Ices”  but  had  not  been  made  aware  of 
the  regulations  pertaining  to  this  brand  of  ice  cream.  Both  vendors 
were  advised  to  discontinue  displaying  this  advertising  matter  unless 
they  were  prepared  to  comply  with  the  regulations,  and  the  matter  of 
the  issue  of  these  advertising  pennants  was  taken  up  with  an  official 
of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

9.  Shops  Acts 

In  terms  of  the  Shops  Acts  959  inspections  were  made.  Verbal 
warnings  were  given  to  several  shopkeepers  regarding  minor  infringe- 
ments of  the  Acts  and  in  addition  6 notifications  were  sent  regarding 
the  following  matters:  heating  and  sanitary  accommodation  2;  venti- 
lation and  lighting  2;  sanitary  accommodation  1 ; shop  closing  hours  1. 
Sixteen  new  shops  were  opened  during  the  year  but  due  to  closures, 
change  of  use  and  expansions  by  making  two  shops  into  one,  the  number 
of  shops  in  the  burgh  remains  around  about  850. 

Plans  were  approved  for  the  construction  of  9 new  shops,  17 
shops  completed  alterations  and  in  a further  6 shops  alterations  in- 
cluding improved  sanitary  accommodation  were  proposed. 

During  the  ten-day  period  of  the  Kirkcaldy  Traders’  Exhibition 
held  this  year  in  the  Adam  Smith  and  Beveridge  Halls,  an  application 
for  the  suspension  of  the  general  closing  orders  was  granted. 

Throughout  the  year  several  one  or  two-day  exhibitions  and  sales 
of  carpets,  furnishings  and  drapery  goods  were  held  in  various  halls 
in  the  town.  These  are  often  held  on  a Wednesday  which  is  the  main 
local  half-holiday  and  lead  to  comments  of  unfair  trading  being  made 
by  some  of  the  local  shopkeepers.  The  day  of  the  weekly  half-holiday 
locally  can  be  either  Wednesday  or  Saturday  and  short  of  a change  in 
legislation  little  can  be  done  when  an  itinerant  trader  claims  that  his 
weekly  half-holiday  is  Saturday. 

The  Town  Council  also  heard  a deputation  from  the  Kirkcaldy 
and  District  Grocers’  Association  in  support  of  their  complaint  re- 
garding the  increasing  amount  of  street  trading  being  done  by  mobile 
shops  in  Kirkcaldy,  both  by  vehicles  from  inside  and  outside  the  burgh. 
In  recent  years  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  this  form  of 
trading  and  some  form  of  control  would  appear  desirable.  The  powers 
of  the  Town  Council  in  the  matter  were  in  course  of  being  investigated, 
including  the  question  of  registration. 

10.  Places  of  Public  Refreshment 

Thirty-six  inspections  were  made  to  the  25  registered  premises 
within  the  burgh;  no  infringements  were  found.  Three  new  premises 
were  opened  during  the  year;  one  was  a cafe  and  the  other  two  were 
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restaurants  serving  main  meals;  they  formed  part  of  new  shop  premises 
which  had  been  constructed  in  the  main  shopping  centre. 

Plans  were  approved  for  alterations  to  one  hotel  and  5 licenced 
clubs,  including  improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation. 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

11,  Nuisance  and  Sanitary  Defects 

During  the  year  325  complaints  were  received  from  members  of 
the  public  and  68  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  by 
Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  Many  of  these  complaints  were 
remedied  immediately  or  only  required  a single  re-visit  to  ensure  that 
a remedy  had  been  effected  by  the  parties  concerned. 

The  abatement  of  nuisances  necessitated  1,573  visits  and  revisits. 
There  were  108  intimations  and  notices  served  in  terms  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  nuisance  dealt 


with  during  the  year: 

1.  Dirty  houses  and  premises  cleaned  . . . . 15 

2.  Dirty  W.C.  apartments  cleansed  . . . . . . 7 

3.  Dirty  stairs  and  passages  cleaned  . . . . 10 

4.  Dirty  areas  and  courts  cleaned  . . . . . . 22 

5.  Verminous  houses  sprayed  and  fumigated  . . 3 

6.  Other  verminous  conditions  remedied  . . . . 69 

7.  Dampness  in  houses  abated  or  improved  . . 64 

8.  Defective  water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  . . 5 

9.  Defective  rhones,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  repaired  . . 11 

10.  Choked  sinks,  tubs  and  water  closets  cleared  . . 3 

11.  Choked  drains  and  traps  cleared  ..  ..  ..  41 

12.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  ..  ..  27 

13.  Keeping  of  hens,  dogs,  cats,  dirty  . . . . 2 

14.  Miscellaneous  nuisances  ..  ..  ..  ..  114 
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There  were  fewer  complaints  and  nuisances  reported  this  year  but 
more  re-visits  were  necessary  to  abate  them.  Roof  repair  work  was 
completed  at  one  tenement  property  which  was  the  subject  of  a Section 
20  Notice  in  1960.  Effluent  from  a defective  sink  waste  flooded  the 
underfloor  space  of  a dwelling  house  extensively  and  rotted  the  timbers 
so  badly  that  an  entire  living  room  floor  had  to  be  replaced,  after  the 
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solum  had  been  cleaned  out  and  renewed  with  fresh  materials.  Seepage 
from  toilets  in  modern  premises  was  also  investigated  due  to  nuisance 
and  dampness  caused  downstairs.  An  expensive  repair  may  be  needed 
before  this  complaint  is  remedied. 

Two  dust  nuisances  were  reported  for  attention.  One  referred  to 
a flour  dust  discharge  from  local  mills  and  the  other  concerned  nuis- 
ance from  agricultural  lime  stored  on  open  ground  at  the  Harbour. 
A choked  cyclone  dust  catcher  discharging  direct  into  the  atmosphere 
was  the  cause  of  trouble  at  the  flourmills  while  a close-boarded  barri- 
cade was  to  be  erected  to  part  remedy  the  lime  dust  nuisance. 

Altogether  303  inspections  were  made  to  staircases  and  common 
passages;  76  notices  were  served  calling  for  painting  or  limewashing  of 
28  passages  and  stairs.  At  the  year’s  end  1 1 were  found  to  be  com- 
pleted and  orders  were  in  the  hands  of  contractors  for  most  of  the 
others  to  be  done. 

Forty-seven  inspections  were  made  to  stables  and  piggeries; 
cleanliness  was  reasonably  satisfactory.  Extensions  were  approved  at 
2 piggeries  but  some  smaller  units  were  closing  down  for  economic 
reasons. 

There  were  323  living  and  sleeping  vans  on  the  Esplanade  during 
the  Links  Market.  Those  inspected  were  found  to  be  clean  and  well 
kept.  The  cleansing  arrangements  worked  smoothly  during  the  period 
of  the  fair. 

No  approved  caravan  site  has  been  licenced  in  terms  of  the  Cara- 
van Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960.  The  few  caravan 
occupiers  on  various  sites  within  the  town  have  been  informed  by  the 
Town  Council  that  the  present  sites  cannot  be  approved.  Enforcement 
procedure  may  be  required  to  clear  these  sites.  Rubbish  dumping 
persisted  in  a number  of  districts  despite  posted  notices  to  prevent  it. 
The  County  Council  was  notified  about  ground  for  a school  site  at 
Balwearie  being  used  by  unauthorised  contractors  as  a rubbish  dump, 
following  complaints  by  nearby  householders,  who  were  also  subjected 
to  a dust  nuisance  by  heavy  vehicles  passing  over  an  unmade  road. 


12.  Rats  and  Mice 

A separate  report  is  sent  annually  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  Scotland  in  respect  of  work  done  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949.  The  following  information  is  extracted  therefrom: 


1.  Number  of  properties  inspected  . . ..  ..  817 

2.  Number  found  infested  with  rats  or  mice  . . 200 

3.  Number  cleared  of  rats  or  mice  . . . . . . 178 

4.  Number  of  manholes  baited  ..  ..  ..  214 
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5. 

Estimated  kill  of  rats  in  sewers 

..  128 

6. 

Known  kill  of  rats  elsewhere 

. . 577 

7. 

Known  kill  of  mice  by  operator 

..  719 

8. 

Income  for  services  at  private  properties 

. . £34 

One  major  infestation  of  rats  was  discovered  in  a field  adjoining 
a mink  farm.  The  occupier  of  the  mink  farm  accepted  responsibility 
for  treating  the  rat  holes  with  gas  and  the  infestation  was  thereby 
quickly  brought  under  control.  Regular  surveys  were  carried  out  at 
all  places  likely  to  harbour  rats  or  mice  and  householders  and  occupiers 
of  land  or  premises  were  advised  by  advertisement  in  the  local  papers 
to  report  the  presence  of  vermin  promptly  to  the  Sanitary  Department. 
In  this  way  the  chances  of  a major  infestation  developing  are  greatly 
reduced,  except  in  an  isolated  case  remote  from  habitation,  as  near 
the  mink  farm  already  mentioned.  In  conjunction  with  the  Burgh 
Engineer’s  Department  steps  were  taken  to  ensure  that  drainage  con- 
nections were  sealed  off  when  old  houses  were  demolished. 


13.  Infectious  Diseases 

Work  connected  with  infectious  diseases  called  for  investigation 
I into  214  cases  comprising:  Scarlet  Fever  14;  Dysentery  76;  Gastro- 
Enteritis  49;  Jaundice  10;  Food  Poisoning  9;  Diarrhoea  12;  Hepatitis 
36;  Salmonella  3;  and  Erysipelas  5. 

A report  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  all  cases 
investigated  and  intimation  of  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  was 
notified  to  headmasters  of  local  schools  in  58  instances. 

14.  Water 

The  Water  Engineer  reported  that  rainfall  recorded  at  Lothrie  for 
the  year  1961  was  33.35  inches  equivalent  to  90.38  per  cent  of  the  long 
average  rainfall  of  36.90  inches.  The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  3.55 
inches  below  average.  Monthly  rainfall  was  below  average  during 
seven  months  of  the  year. 

The  driest  month  was  March  when  1.14  inches  was  recorded  and 
the  wettest  month  was  August  when  4.73  inches  fell.  The  reservoirs 
were  at  full  capacity,  999  million  gallons,  at  the  beginning  of  January 
but  water  in  storage  dropped  steadily  until  the  end  of  November  (except 
for  a partial  recovery  in  October  when  the  Rothes  Borehole  was  in 
use).  The  loss  in  storage  over  the  year  was  315  million  gallons,  equi- 
valent to  about  63  days  supply. 

Heavy  rainfall  in  summer,  when  evaporation  losses  are  high,  has 
little  effect  upon  the  run-off  to  the  reservoirs,  while  good  effect  is 
gained  from  average  or  near  average  rainfall  in  winter.  Therefore 
without  normal  autumn  and  winter  rainfall  the  gathering  grounds 
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cannot  nowadays  be  relied  upon  to  support  the  water  needs  within  the 
compulsory  area  of  supply  and  compensation  water  requirements. 
Altogether  32  million  gallons  were  pumped  from  the  Rothes  Borehole 
to  the  treatment  works  at  Carberry  between  2nd  September  to  18th 
October,  thus  off-setting  the  loss  which  would  have  been  apparent  in 
the  storage  reservoirs. 

To  augment  the  burgh  water  supply  the  Lina  Borehole  was  sunk 
to  a final  depth  of  475  feet  by  the  end  of  1960.  Pumping  tests  over  a 
period  of  months  revealed  that  while  water  was  obtainable  in  adequate 
quantity  (about  2 million  gallons  daily)  the  quality  was  disappointing 
because  of  excessive  hardness.  After  careful  consideration  the  Town 
Council  decided  to  seal  up  this  new  borehole  and  hold  the  probable 
yield  against  future  requirements.  It  was  further  resolved  to  defer 
meantime  the  question  of  sinking  other  bores. 

The  daily  consumption  of  water  continued  to  rise  consequent 
upon  new  housing  developments  and  an  increase  in  labour  saving 
equipment  using  water  in  the  homes.  The  Water  Engineer  anticipated 
that  the  rise  in  domestic  consumption  would  continue  at  a rate  of  2\ 
per  cent  per  annum  or  about  5,200  gallons  per  day  during  1962. 

Only  a few  complaints  were  made  to  the  Sanitary  Department 
about  the  condition  of  the  domestic  water  supply.  These  included 
sediment  in  water  from  household  taps  and  the  presence  of  larvae  of 
water  insects,  probably  caused  when  filters  at  the  works  were  in  course 
of  being  cleaned.  When  chironomids  (non-biting  midges)  were  re- 
ported in  drinking  water  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  arrangements 
were  made  with  the  Water  Department  to  temporarily  increase  chlorine 
treatment  and  have  the  filter  screens  more  frequently  cleaned  to  prevent 
the  larvae  passing  through  the  filters  and  getting  into  the  water  mains. 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical analysis  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  respects.  A 
sample  of  drinking  water  from  a ship’s  storage  tank  indicated  the 
presence  of  dust  contamination. 


15.  Factories 

There  were  357  mechanical  and  32  non-mechanical  factories  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  total  an  increase  of  10  factories 
compared  with  1960.  In  addition,  16  other  premises  came  under 
supervision  by  section  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937;  no  outworkers 
were  notified  or  found.  Inspections  totalled  245,  mainly  in  relation  to 
cleanliness  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

Twenty-one  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  and  61  to  butchery 
premises  in  terms  of  the  Act.  In  two  instances  the  attention  of  occupiers 
was  drawn  to  want  of  cleanliness  and  in  one  case  to  insufficient  sanitary 
conveniences,  the  latter  being  referred  to  the  Local  Authority  by  H.M. 
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Inspector  of  Factories.  In  one  instance  the  defect  was  remedied  while 
the  other  two  were  in  course  of  being  done. 

Plans  were  submitted  for  examination  and  report  in  respect  of  6 
major  alterations  to  factories,  including  Hawkleymuir  factory,  now 
belonging  to  the  Town  Council  and  in  course  of  being  divided  into 
several  factory  units,  mainly  for  firms  to  be  displaced  from  redevelop- 
ment areas. 

Fourteen  plans  for  minor  alterations  were  also  approved,  some  of 
which  included  improved  sanitary  accommodation.  Plans  for  3 new 
factories  were  also  approved,  namely  2 garage  workshops,  and  a 
plumber’s  workshop  and  store. 

16.  Lodging  Houses 

As  reported  last  year  the  accommodation  at  the  Mid  Street 
lodging  house  for  men  continued  to  be  under-occupied.  The  business 
is  dwindling  to  such  an  extent  that  the  premises  were  offered  for  sale 
by  private  bargain;  no  sale  had  taken  place  however,  in  the  period 
under  review. 

The  general  cleanliness  of  the  rooms  and  bedding  was  fair  and  it 
was  not  necessary  to  do  works  of  disinfection  or  disinfestation. 

The  premises  are  listed  as  buildings  of  architectural  and  historic 
interest  along  with  a small  group  of  houses  adjoining,  most  of  which 
have  been  closed  for  human  habitation. 

17.  Smoke,  Grit  and  Fumes 

Notice  was  sent  to  forty  industrialists  throughout  the  town  drawing 
attention  to  the  industrial  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  with 
the  reminder  that  certificates  granted  under  section  2(2)  of  the  Act 
would  cease  to  apply  after  July,  1963. 

Firms  proposing  to  alter  or  convert  hand-fired  boilers  or  to  equip 
or  install  new  boiler  plant  were  likewise  advised  to  put  this  work  in 
hand  to  ensure  completion  by  the  same  date.  The  provisions  of  the 
Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  (Scotland)  Order,  1959, 
with  regard  to  exemption  of  a fireplace  or  furnace  equipped  with  a 
mechanical  stoker  was  also  made  known  and  that  oil-fired  installations 
were  similarly  exempted.  It  was  noticeable  that  while  in  the  past  there 
was  a gradual  changeover  to  oil-fired  boilers  for  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial boiler  plants  the  swing  was  towards  gas  fired  installations  this 
year.  Altogether  39  plants  were  converted  or  new  plant  installed  to 
burn  coal  gas. 

Three  factory  chimneys  were  demolished  following  a steam  link-up 
of  these  premises  with  the  highly  efficient  central  power  and  steam 
raising  plant  of  one  of  the  large  linoleum  firms;  the  chimneys  con- 
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cerned  were  at  Nether  Street,  Nairn  Street  and  St.  Mary’s  Canvas 
Works.  No  satisfactory  solution  has  been  found  so  far  to  burn  smoke- 
lessly the  industrial  wastes  from  the  linoleum  factories  but  experiments 
and  investigations  were  being  continued. 

The  Kirkcaldy  Gas  Works  was  officially  closed  down  on  Friday, 
10th  March,  1961,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  gas  and  should 
not  be  brought  into  use  again  except  in  an  emergency.  Gas  will  now 
be  imported  into  the  town  from  the  Lurgi  Gas  Plant  at  Westfield. 
Complaints  about  unpleasant  smells,  fumes  and  nuisance  from  the 
Gas  Works  were  frequent  and  continued  right  up  to  the  week  the 
plant  closed  down.  Since  then  no  complaints  have  been  received, 
although  a large  gas  storage  tank  was  still  maintained  on  the  site. 
Altogether  58  inspections  were  made  to  boiler  and  other  furnaces,  99 
observations  of  chimneys  were  recorded  and  one  letter  was  sent  re- 
garding an  excessive  discharge  of  smoke.  Complaints  from  citizens  in- 
vestigated numbered  21,  and  defects  remedied  at  house  fireplaces  and 
chimneys  were  42. 

Three  notifications  were  received  in  terms  of  3(3)  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956,  informing  the  Local  Authority  of  intention  to  install  new 
furnaces  or  make  extensive  alterations  to  existing  plant,  but  no  request 
was  received  for  prior  approval  of  a furnace  to  be  installed. 

Two  plans  were  submitted  in  respect  of  chimney  heights;  both 
were  approved  without  alteration. 

Another  aspect  of  smells,  fumes  and  nuisance  arose  when  the  redd 
bing  at  the  Frances  Colliery,  just  outside  the  burgh  boundary,  was 
found  to  be  on  fire  again.  Depending  on  wind  direction  much  incon- 
venience was  caused  to  residents  living  close  by  in  Dysart  ward,  where 
house  windows  had  to  be  kept  closed.  Verbal  and  written  complaints 
were  received  calling  for  abatement  action.  National  Coal  Board  em- 
ployees were  on  the  job  endeavouring  to  quell  the  deep  seated  fires  with 
water  and  this  was  intensified  following  a meeting  with  Town  and 
County  officials.  Nevertheless  it  took  about  six  weeks  to  subdue  the 
outbreak  by  which  time  some  hundreds  of  tons  of  redd  were  washed 
into  the  sea  to  add  to  the  pollution  of  the  foreshore.  The  tipping  of 
redd  over  the  face  of  the  bing  would  need  to  cease  altogether  if  further 
outbreaks  of  fire  are  to  be  avoided.  An  alternative  scheme  of  tipping 
on  the  flanks  of  the  bing  at  lower  levels  has  been  prepared  by  the 
National  Coal  Board  and  this  awaits  sanction  from  the  several  parties 
involved  before  it  can  proceed. 

On  the  domestic  side  of  smoke  control  the  Town  Council  resolved 
to  continue  their  present  practice  of  installing  electric  floor  heating  in 
suitable  housing  developments.  Provisional  proposals  were  approved 
to  form  three  smoke  control  areas.  These  proposals  amended  previous 
submissions  sent  to  the  Department  of  Health  by  excluding  the  Temple- 
hall  new  housing  development  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  the  proposed 
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Linktown  smoke  control  area,  and  by  taking  in  two  areas  of  private 
housing  development.  Discussions  took  place  thereafter  with  officials 
of  the  Ministry  of  Power  and  the  Gas  Board  regarding  the  supply 
position  of  the  various  grades  of  smokeless  fuels.  The  Department  of 
Health  stated  that  they  had  no  observations  to  make  on  the  proposals 
at  this  stage  and  confirmed  that  the  Scottish  Advisory  Committee  on 
the  supply  of  Smokeless  Fuels  had  intimated  that  no  difficulty  was 
likely  to  arise  in  meeting  the  estimated  requirements  of  gas,  electricity 
and  solid  smokeless  fuels  for  the  areas.  The  whole  position  was  again 
considered  by  the  Town  Council  following  the  report  of  deputation  of 
members  who  visited  smoke  control  areas  in  operation  in  Edinburgh. 
It  was  decided  to  drop  the  Links  area  from  the  proposals  and  proceed 
only  with  the  recommendation  to  promote  Smoke  Control  Orders  in 
respect  of  Raith  Estate  and  Muttonhall  private  housing  development 
areas.  Later  after  consideration  of  a report  of  a meeting  which  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  had  had  with  representatives  of  the  Fife 
Area,  National  Coal  Board,  and  representatives  of  the  Scottish  Area, 
National  Union  of  Mine  workers,  regarding  the  Council’s  proposals 
for  setting  up  smoke  control  areas,  it  was  resolved  to  defer  promoting 
the  Orders  referred  to  and  to  re-examine  the  whole  position  in  one 
year’s  time. 

In  the  meantime  approach  was  to  be  made  to  the  National  Coal 
Board  to  ask  them  to  speed  up  their  experiments  for  the  production 
of  a high-grade  smokeless  fuel  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  a plant 
erected  in  Scotland  for  the  production  of  this  fuel. 


Air  pollution  investigations  continued  this  year  and  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  undernoted  figures  some  further  improvement  took  place 
in  1961. 


Site 


Lead  Peroxide  Candles 

Average  Sulphur  Pollution 
mgm  SOJ 100  sq.cms/day 


1961 

1960 

1 

0.83 

0.86 

2 

0.62 

0.70 

3 

0.36 

0.47 

4 

0.63 

0.78 

Deposit  Gauge  Samples 

Results  expressed  in  Tons  per  square  mile 


Site 

Average  Monthly 
Rainfall 
in  inches 

Average  monthly 
deposit  of  Solid 
Matter 

1961  1960 

1961 

1960 

Loughborough  Rd.  2.33  2.44 

9.82 

10.21 

Denburn  Yard 

2.38  2.58 

12.32 

14.78 
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18.  Burial  Grounds 

The  Parks  Department  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  and 
management  of  the  three  main  burial  grounds  in  the  burgh.  They  are 
maintained  in  excellent  condition.  Of  the  five  old  burying  grounds  four 
are  also  maintained  by  the  Town  Council;  only  one  of  these,  Abbotshall 
Churchyard,  is  used  to  any  extent.  Paths  and  grass  cutting  received 
attention  at  all  burial  grounds. 

The  Corporation  crematorium  at  Dunnikier  functioned  without 
complaint. 


19.  Rivers  Pollution 

There  were  no  complaints  of  smell  or  nuisance  from  the  waters  of 
the  East  Burn,  an  improvement  which  has  been  maintained  since 
waste  from  the  felt  factory  upstream  was  piped  into  the  main  sewer 
last  year.  At  the  other  end  of  the  town  the  only  complaint  arising  from 
the  Tiel  Burn  referred  to  silting  up  of  the  watercourse  near  Bridgeton 
by  engine  ashes  washed  from  its  banks  during  heavy  rain.  There  was 
a risk  of  premises  downstream  being  flooded. 

The  attention  of  the  firm  concerned  was  drawn  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Kirkcaldy  Burgh  Extension  &c.  Order  Confirmation  Act,  1950, 
relating  to  protection  of  streams;  arrangements  were  made  for  keeping 
the  burn  banks  adjoining  the  laundry  free  from  loose  materials. 

A wide  area  of  the  sea  off-shore  the  burgh  was  noticed  to  be  brown- 
ish in  colour  one  evening  in  August.  Later  it  was  discovered  that  the 
new  sewer  outfall  from  Seafield  Colliery  was  discharging  clay  coloured 
water  into  the  River  Forth.  This  unsatisfactory  position  was  referred 
to  the  River  Forth  Purification  Board  for  investigation.  Their  Inspector 
found  that  the  effluent  being  discharged  contained  approximately  376 
p.p.m.  of  suspended  mineral  matter  whereas  planning  consent  to  dis- 
charge mine  water  was  limited  to  not  more  than  200  p.p.m.  of  sus- 
pended matter  in  a million  parts  of  water. 

As  the  various  work  of  sedimentation  at  the  new  colliery  would 
not  be  completed  for  about  twelve  months  it  was  agreed  to  accept  the 
present  position  subject  to  the  strictest  care  being  taken  to  prevent  un- 
necessary contamination  of  the  foreshore. 

Dysart  foreshore  continued  to  be  fouled  by  discharge  of  coal 
washery  plant  water  from  the  Frances  Colliery  nearby  into  the  sea. 
The  sea  was  often  dirty  and  polluted  in  the  Dovecot  area.  A sample 
of  sea  water  taken  near  the  sewer  outfall  at  this  point  gave  evidence 
of  a fair  amount  of  nitrogenous  organic  pollution  of  animal  origin 
along  with  a moderate  amount  of  sediment. 
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20.  Schools,  Cinemas,  Public  Buildings  and  Dance  Halls 

Sixty-two  inspections  were  made  to  schools  and  on  the  whole 
conditions  found  were  satisfactory.  The  air  raid  shelters  at  the  West 
School,  a source  of  dust  nuisance  and  complaint  for  some  years,  were 
demolished  and  the  playground  paved.  A start  was  made  with  the 
erection  of  Torbain  Secondary  School  and  plans  were  approved  for 
another  Secondary  School  at  Balwearie. 

All  cinemas,  dance  halls  and  other  places  of  entertainment  were 
visited  at  the  annual  inspection  before  licences  were  granted,  and  on 
other  occasions.  Most  premises  now  reach  a high  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness and  decoration.  One  cinema,  however,  fell  short  of  requirements 
and  a redecoration  and  repairs  programme  had  to  be  imposed. 

A total  of  83  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  in  1961. 


21.  Offices 

The  majority  of  office  inspections  referred  to  premises  attached  to 
shops  and  factories,  mainly  concerning  cleanliness,  sanitary  accom- 
modation and  ventilation.  Most  premises  were  found  to  comply  with 
reasonable  requirements;  no  complaints  were  received. 

Seventeen  plans  were  approved  for  new  offices  or  for  major  office 
alterations,  including  improved  toilet  arrangements.  This  item  includes 
3 new  betting  offices. 

22.  Cleansing 

When  the  refuse  collection  service  was  reorganised  late  last  year, 
to  allow  for  the  introduction  of  a five-day  week,  collections  were  re- 
duced from  three  to  twice  weekly  and  the  new  districts  were  so  arranged 
to  group  the  streets  in  each  area.  Main  streets,  including  the  main  bus 
routes,  were  cleared  first  thing  in  the  morning  or  early  forenoon  and 
all  side  streets  followed  on  thereafter.  The  arrangements,  of  necessity, 
provided  for  a full  day’s  work  for  the  vehicles  and  men  since  the  period 
of  heavy  refuse  was  at  hand.  When  the  “peak”  was  reached  early  in 
the  year  collection  teams  were  working  behind  schedule  and  overtime 
was  necessary  over  a period.  This  meant  that  bins  and  buckets  - many 
of  them  without  lids  - stood  on  the  kerbside  for  long  periods  before 
collection.  To  overcome  this  backward  step,  which  was  particularly 
noticeable  during  the  two  weeks  covering  the  Christmas  and  New  Year 
holidays,  when  a large  section  of  the  town  only  got  one  collection  of 
refuse  in  each  of  these  weeks,  two  second-hand  refuse  collectors  were 
brought  in  to  help  speed  up  collections  and  provide  a reserve  of  trans- 
port for  breakdowns  and  urgent  repairs  to  vehicles  in  the  main  fleet. 
While  some  improvement  in  the  refuse  collection  services  took  place 
thereafter  it  was  considered  that  further  reorganisation  was  needed  to 
ensure  that  refuse  bins  were  uplifted  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  not 
later  than  11.45  a.m.  Proposals  along  these  lines  were  submitted  and 

51 


approved  by  the  Town  Council.  Dealing  with  the  four  to  five  Monday 
holidays  which  occur  each  year  proposals  were  also  made  and  approved 
to  ensure  that  every  householder  in  the  main  parts  of  the  town  was 
given  a twice  weekly  refuse  collection.  This  was  done  at  no  great 
additional  expense  by  collecting  the  Monday  districts  on  Tuesday  and 
the  Tuesday  districts  on  Wednesday,  and  by  bringing  in  hired  transport 
for  waste-paper  collections  on  the  two  days  after  each  holiday.  House- 
holders responded  well  to  advertisements  in  local  papers  intimating  the 
changes  in  refuse  and  waste-paper  collections  due  to  a Monday  holiday. 

The  campaign  started  last  year  to  encourage  householders  and 
others  to  use  standard  galvanised  refuse  bins  or  refuse  bins  with  lids 
did  not  show  any  marked  response,  though  a few  approved  bins  were 
brought  into  use  by  a number  of  householders  and  at  business  premises. 
To  obtain  a reasonably  accurate  picture  of  the  position  a survey  of  a 
cross-section  of  the  town  was  made  by  checking  the  percentage  of 
covered  and  uncovered  refuse  receptacles  used  by  householders  with 
the  following  result: 


Total  houses  surveyed  - 

5,540 

Number  with  standard  dustbins  . . 

1,316 

25% 

Number  of  non-standard  bins  with 
lids 

364 

7% 

Miscellaneous  receptacles  . . 

3,685 

68% 

Total  number  of  receptacles 

5,365 

100% 

When  it  was  reported  there  was  still  about  68%  of  refuse  recep- 
tacles in  use  without  lids  the  officials  were  instructed  to  submit  costs  of 
providing  approved  dustbins,  the  method  of  recovering  this  cost  from 
occupiers  and  the  powers  of  the  Council  to  compel  the  use  of  standard 
bins.  Later  it  was  decided  that  a phased  programme  of  dustbin  pro- 
vision should  commence  in  the  year  1962/63  with  the  intention  of 
covering  the  whole  town  in  about  five  years.  The  final  selection  of  the 
type  of  dustbin  to  be  approved  was  left  till  a later  date.  The  bulk 
collection  of  refuse  was  being  extended  in  suitable  cases  at  new  housing 
areas.  Brickbuilt  bin  stores  were  in  course  of  erection;  a small  apart- 
ment for  wastepaper  will  be  provided  alongside.  Two  new  14  cubic 
yard  S.  & D.  vehicles  went  into  service  this  year  and  one  old  vehicle 
was  sold. 

Further  discussions  took  place  regarding  provision  of  messroom 
accommodation  at  Denburn  Yard  for  cleansing  employees,  a project 
which  has  been  delayed  for  some  years  due  to  economic  and  other 
reasons.  Building  will  likely  be  commenced  in  1962/63.  It  was  ascer- 
tained that  while  limited  canteen  provision  was  wanted  by  the  staff 
there  was  a pressing  need  for  clothes  lockers,  spray  baths  and  drying 
facilities  for  wet  clothes  in  stormy  weather.  Difficulty  in  retaining  a 
full  staff  of  cleansing  employees  continued  throughout  the  year,  a 

52 


position  which  pertains  in  many  cleansing  departments.  It  is  hoped 
the  provision  of  messrooms  may  help  to  stabilise  the  labour  force  in 
the  future.  Full  staff  for  1961/62  comprised  2 foremen,  1 storekeeper, 
28  loaders,  32  street  sweepers,  10  salvage  and  disposal  workers,  14 
motor  drivers,  1 mechanic  and  1 assistant  mechanic/spare  motor 
driver,  and  8 convenience  cleaners  - a total  of  97  employees. 

Street  cleansing  arrangements  were  not  varied  to  any  extent  during 
the  year.  The  reduced  sweeping  staff  tidied  the  main  streets  on  Saturday 
mornings  and  Sunday  morning  sweeping  was  continued  as  it  was  before 
the  introduction  of  the  five-day  week.  The  litter  bins  posted  throughout 
the  town  helped  to  reduce  street  litter  but  there  was  still  far  too  much 
litter  in  the  channels  every  Saturday  night,  often  near  bus  stops  where 
litter  bins  were  provided.  The  fear  of  a £10  fine  did  not  seem  to  deter 
those  careless  people  who  threw  down  litter  rather  than  look  around 
for  a litter  bin.  The  Town  Council  took  part  in  the  national  campaign 
to  keep  the  town  and  countryside  free  from  litter  and  posters  were 
exhibited  on  Corporation  premises  throughout  the  burgh  and  in 
public  parks. 

Snow  clearance  was  on  a small  scale  this  winter  there  being  only 
occasional  light  falls  of  snow  and  one  fall  of  about  two  inches  over 
one  weekend;  this  quickly  melted  with  a change  of  wind.  Some  sanding 
of  pavements  occurred  to  reduce  slipperiness  during  frost.  A new 
spinner  gritter  was  approved  to  be  purchased  to  assist  with  pavement 
and  street  gritting  in  event  of  sudden  frost  on  damp  surfaces.  More 
salt  was  used  with  good  effect  during  gritting  operations.  No  flooding 
of  streets  occurred  during  heavy  summer  rains  and  only  a small  amount 
of  debris  was  washed  over  the  sea  wall  during  winter  storms.  The 
gully  emptier  was  working  to  capacity  throughout  the  year;  its  regular 
routine  cleansing  of  road  gullies,  with  replacement  of  fresh  water  to 
seal  the  traps  again,  ensured  efficient  removal  of  rainwater  and  detritus 
from  roads  and  prevented  smells  escaping  from  sewers. 

All  refuse  collected  in  the  burgh  went  to  Balbarton  Tip,  about 
four  miles  outside  the  burgh  boundary.  Disposal  was  by  tipping 
except  for  the  small  quantity  of  rubbish  burnt  at  the  small  incinerator 
at  Denburn  Yard.  A bulldozer  assisted  with  a tractor  consolidated 
and  covered  the  tipped  refuse  to  reduce  nuisance,  though  flocks  of 

B seagulls  at  certain  seasons  often  undid  the  work  of  covering  the 
deposited  material.  Tip  fires  were  kept  under  control.  More  trespassing 
than  usual  occurred  on  the  tip  at  weekends;  a man  was  fined  £2  for 
removing  scrap  from  the  tip  without  authority.  A new  main  gate  was 
fitted  to  prevent  unauthorised  dumping  of  refuse  by  vehicles  at  week- 
ends. The  top  level  of  Balbarton  Tip  which  has  been  in  use  for  about 
50  years  was  rapidly  filling  up  and  a road  was  in  course  of  being  made 
to  the  lower  level  where  four  acres  of  land  was  fenced  in  to  start  another 
tip  next  year. 

The  new  public  convenience  at  Cairns  Street,  with  small  sweeping 
depot  attached,  was  completed  and  opened  this  year.  No  further 

53 


progress  was  made  with  the  provision  of  lavatories  at  Dysart  to  replace 
the  one  discontinued  following  the  first  phase  of  redevelopment  in  the 
area.  A site  has  been  earmarked  near  the  Cross  but  adjoining  ground 
is  needed  before  building  could  start. 

For  the  year  ended  15th  May,  1961,  the  cost  of  all  the  services 
coming  under  the  responsibility  of  the  Cleansing  Department  amounted 
to  £60,108  after  allowing  for  revenue  of  £10,529.  This  worked  out  at 
a cost  of  22/10d.  per  head  of  the  population  or  5 jd.  per  week  - a very 
reasonable  sum  when  one  considers  this  included  collection  of  house 
refuse  and  salvage,  street  cleansing,  refuse  disposal  and  the  supervision 
and  cleaning  of  public  conveniences. 

23.  Sewers  and  Drains 

The  small  outfall  sewer  at  Dysart  foreshore,  serving  the  group  of 
houses  in  the  Dovecot  area,  again  needed  attention  through  chokage. 
Spraying  the  beach  and  surroundings  with  disinfectant  reduced  nuis- 
ance from  flies  and  smells.  A number  of  houses  served  by  this  sewer 
are  in  course  of  being  closed.  The  main  sewer  from  Templehall  area 
was  damaged  by  vandals  when  the  concrete  pipe  was  exposed  for  the 
insertion  of  a new  manhole;  sewage  had  to  be  diverted  temporarily  into 
the  East  Burn  until  the  repair  was  completed,  followed  by  flushing  and 
disinfection  of  the  watercourse.  Sewage  pollution  in  the  burn  passing 
through  the  middle  den  at  Dunnikier  was  discovered  in  December. 
Higher  upstream  three  storm  overflows  from  main  sewers  discharge 
into  a culverted  section  of  the  burn  but  when  examined  these  overflows 
were  found  to  be  functioning  normally  and  without  blockage  likely  to 
give  a continuous  discharge  into  the  burn.  Samples  taken  from  the 
burn  confirmed  sewage  pollution  of  recent  origin,  one  sample  indicating 
fairly  heavy  contamination.  Since  the  main  sewers  in  the  area  appeared 
to  be  functioning  satisfactorily  further  investigations  were  continued  to 
locate  the  source  of  leakage. 

The  Burgh  Engineer  reported  that  despite  some  storm  damage  to 
the  point  of  the  outfall  sewer  at  Pathhead  Sands  some  years  ago  it 
was  not  considered  necessary  to  replace  the  six  lengths  of  pipe  now 
out  of  use. 

Repairs  were  necessary  at  the  Buchanan  Street  outfall  sewer  when 
a fracture  was  discovered  allowing  sewage  to  discharge  on  the  fore- 
shore between  high  and  low  tides. 

Complaints  of  smells  from  sewer  manholes  were  confined  to  the 
Links  near  the  Gas  Works,  soon  to  be  closed  down,  and  at  West  end 
of  High  Street  where  repairs  to  a gas  main  in  the  street  reduced  this 
nuisance,  which  affected  several  shops  and  office  premises. 

24.  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations 

New  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  August,  1961,  taking  into 
account  the  1960  edition  of  the  standard  for  Cleanliness  for  Filling 
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Materials  issued  by  the  British  Standards  Institution.  Used  wood  wool 
is  brought  under  control  as  a filling  material  and  all  filling  materials 
to  which  the  Act  applies  shall  be  free  from  vermin,  insects  and  para- 
sites includings  eggs,  larvae  and  pupae. 

Two  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act.  No  infringements 
were  reported  or  discovered  in  course  of  inspections. 

25.  Pet  Animals  Act 

Seven  applications  were  granted  to  keep  a pet  animal  shop  or  deal 
in  small  livestock.  The  premises  were  found  to  be  clean  and  the  animals 
and  fish  kept  in  suitable  conditions. 

26.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  and  Orders 

Authorised  sellers  of  Part  II  poisons  numbered  30  covering  43 
premises.  No  infringements  were  reported  or  discovered.  Altogether 
56  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  proper  labelling  of  containers 
and  packages  and  inspection  of  registers. 


27.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

Six  informal  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Analyst, 
including  three  fertilisers  and  three  feeding  stuffs.  Two  fertilisers  con- 
formed to  the  guarantee  given  in  terms  of  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Act,  1926,  but  one  sample  of  hop  manure  showed  an  excess  of 
phosphoric  acid  insoluble  in  water.  Two  feeding  stuffs  samples  con- 
formed to  the  statutory  statement  particulars;  one  of  dairy  nuts,  how- 
ever, was  below  guarantee  in  respect  of  the  protein  constituent,  a vari- 
ation in  manufacture  found  to  be  due  to  speed  of  output  at  the  time. 
The  hop  manure  failure  related  to  a formula  which  had  been  in  use  by 
the  firm  for  30  years.  Inadvertently,  too  much  bone  meal  had  been 
added  to  the  mixture. 

Samples  examined  included  dried  blood,  meat  and  bone  meal, 
basic  slag,  hop  manure  and  dairy  nuts. 

28.  The  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

No  statutory  action  was  required  in  terms  of  this  Act,  few  farms 
being  within  the  burgh. 

29.  Caravan  Sites 

There  are  no  licenced  caravan  sites  in  the  town.  Owners  of  the 
few  isolated  vans  for  habitation  have  been  notified  that  permission  to 
remain  on  present  sites  indefinitely  will  not  be  granted.  Proposals  to 
convert  a mink  farm  into  a caravan  site  for  200  caravans  were  later 
withdrawn. 
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30.  Noise  Abatement 

Two  complaints  of  excessive  noise  were  investigated  in  terms  of 
the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  and  a third  was  discovered  in  course 
of  these  investigations.  Noise  from  the  oil  burning  plant  at  new  malt- 
kilns  was  reduced  when  doors  were  fitted  to  the  furnace  room  and  all 
doors  and  windows  of  the  premises,  housing  fan-blowers,  were  kept 
closed  at  night;  a water  booster  station  motor  was  enclosed  in  a port- 
able wooden  frame  insulated  with  a 2"  layer  of  fibre  glass  to  overcome 
noise  which  affected  residents  in  a nearby  private  housing  estate.  The 
third  noise  discovered  related  to  early  morning  steam  discharge  at 
industrial  works  near  the  new  malt-kilns;  this  was  reduced  on  being 
brought  to  the  firm’s  attention. 
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